ST. THOMAS MOUNT SHRINE ELEVATED AS
NATIONAL SHRINE OF INDIA

On 8" January, 2011, Saturday, St. Thomas Hill Shrine at St. Thomas Mount
was elevated asa NATIONAL SHRINE OF INDIA. His Eminence OSWALD
CARDINAL GRACIAS, the President of CCBI read out the decree declaring
that St. Thomas Hill Shrine as a NATIONAL SHRINE, in the presence of
His Excellency Archbishop SALVATORE PENNACCHIO, the Apostolic
Nuncio to India and His Eminence TELESPORE CARDINAL TOPPO and
all the Archbishops and Bishops of India. After the declaration, His
Excellecy Archbishop SALVATORE PENNACCHIO, the Apostolic Nuncio
Solemnly affirmed the declaration and presented a special Chalice to His
Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. A. NEETHINATHAN our Bishop, blessed by His
Holiness POPE BENEDICT XV1 to mark the Solemnity of the occasion.
Let us thank God for this great blessing.
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BISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS

JANUARY 2011

DATE DAY PROGRAMME PLACE

01 Sat Mor Mass Tambaram

02 Sun Eve Church Blessing Vetavalam

04t Tue Eve Mass Palavakkam

oeth-12t CCBI Meeting Poonamallee

08" Sat Eve National Shrine - Mass St. Thomas Mount

14® Fri  Mor Mass Coimbatore

15" Sat Mor Ordination Cathedral

16" Sun Eve Feast New Perungalathur

17" Mon Mor Feast Kelambakkam

20" Thu Eve Mass Pallavaram

22 Sat Mor Jubilee Mass Pavunjur
Eve Conference Hall Blessing | Krishnankaranai

231 Sun Mor Sponsor’s Day Bishop’s House
Eve Mass Poonamallee

25 Tue Eve Feast Ramapuram

26" Wed Mor BCC Meeting Pastoral Centre
Eve Mass Cathedral

28" Thu Eve Mass Melrosapuram

29" Fri  Mor Diocesan Pastoral Council | Bishop’s House

30" Sun Mor Youth Convention Santhome

31 Mon Eve Mass Tirupattur

FEBRUARY 2011
01 Tue Eve Silver Jubilee M.N. Kandigai
02m- 06" TNBC Santhome
06" Sun Eve Mass Thirisulam
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My Dear Fathers/Brothers/Sisters,

Please accept my sincere wishes for a happy, peaceful, fruitful and grace-
filled new year. The New Year brings with it many new and varied opportunities
and possibilities. It is up to us to make full use of these opportunities and
make the year that has just arrived truly worth living and worth remembering.
Let us join our hands and create a new and better world. Let divisions and
discriminations give way to acceptance, unity and equality. Let 2011 be
recognised as a God given golden opportunity to transform ourselves and
our society.

God gives us a very special gift in this New Year. St. Thomas Mount Shrine
will be raised to the status of a National Shrine on 8" January 2011. This
historic mountain so rich in faith and cultural heritage certainly deserves this
honour. The Diocese of Chingleput will be abundantly blessed when the
Apostolic Nuncio, the Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops of India will gather
on this Sacred Hill to celebrate a Solomn Eucharist and declare the Shrine as
a National Shrine. May God be praised.

I would like to request your kind prayers for the success of the forthcoming
CCBI meeting to be held in Sacred Heart Seminary, Poonamallee from 6%
January to 12" January, 2011 (XXII1 Plenary assembly). The assembly will
focus its attention and deliberate extensively on the important theme of
catechetical renewal. Please do keep us all in your prayers so that what we
discuss and decide during the coming days will bring about a renewal in the
Church in India.

God Bless You
a— .

+ Rt. Rev. Dr. A. Neethinathan
Bishop of Chingleput

NEWS FROM THE PASTORAL CENTRE

TWO DAYS RETREAT FOR LAY PREACHERS
& SCC FIELD WORKERS

Evangelization Commission and ANPIAM (SCC) jointly conducted two days
retreat for the Lay Preachers and SCC Field Workers on 4" & 5" December,
2010 at Pastoral Centre. The retreat was preached by Rev. Fr. Michael Selvaraj,
Regional Secretary for Evangelization Commission & Holy Childhood. On 5t
December we had Christmas celebration in which our Bishop presided over
the Holy Eucharist and distributed the Christmas gifts. Nearly 60 participants
actively participated in the programme.

PRIESTS & RELIGIOUS CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER

Nearly 450 Religious and Priests serving in our Diocese actively participated
in the year’s Christmas Get-together, which held on 11" December, 2010
(Saturday) at Pastoral Centre. Being the Year of Youth CRI-CHENGAI donated
Rs.85,000/- towards Bishop’s higher education fund. We thank CRI-CHENGAI
for their co-operation & collaboration for the success of the programme.

ONE DAY SEMINAR CUM
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION FOR CATECHISTS

On 15" December, 2010 one day seminar was organised for catechists and at
the end of the programme they had Chirstmas celebration at Pastoral Centre.
More than 145 untrained catechists and trained catechists participated in
this programme. Rev. Fr. Sebastian, Regional Secretary for Catechitical
Commission, Thindivanam animated the programme. Our Bishop presided
over the Holy Eucharistic celebration and distributed Christmas gifts to the
Catechists.

EVENING SCHOOL TEACHERS’
CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER

On 19" December, 2010 (Sunday) we had Christmas Get-together in our
Bishop’s House for evening school teachers organized by Rev. Fr. Anthoyraj.
Nearly 100 evening school teacher participated in the programme.

MARRIAGE PREPARATORY COURSE RESOURCE PERSONS’
CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER

FAMILY COMMISSION Secretary Rev. Fr. Thomas Premkumar, organized
Christmas get-together for the resource persons of marriage preparatory
course on 19" December, 2010 (Sunday) at Pastoral Centre. Nearly 20 people
participated.
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DIOCESAN PASTORAL
COUNCIL MEETING

There will be New Year cum Pongal celebration for Diocesan Pastoral
Council member on 29" January 2011 at 9.30 am in the Diocesan Pastoral
Centre. Parish Priests are kindly requested to inform your parish
Diocesan Pastoral Council members and encourage them to participate
in this meeting without fail.
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Rev. Fr. George Stephen
Director, Pastoral Centre

REGIONAL MEETING

Regional meeting of Diocesan Secretaries for ANPIAM held on 30.11.2010
(Tuesday) at Bishop’s House, Chingleput. In this meeting, 13 Diocesan
Secretaries to ANPIAM in Tamilnadu (except Ooty, Salem, Sivagangai and
Kumbakonam) participated. Our Bishop addressed the Secretaries, while
appreciating the commitment of the secretaries, he insisted on the committed
and collaborated effort to faster ANPIAMS in the Region. Then the secretaries
openly shared certain situation and gave some suggestion to be presented to
TNBC.

They are as follows:

1. Bishops could consider ANPIAM Ministry as their top most Pastoral
Priority and they can render financial assistance to the Diocesan
ANPIAM activities.

2. Since ANPIAM is not one of the commissions, there is a need to co-
ordinate the activities of all the commissions, keeping ANPIAM as
the focus and the foundation.

Other important points discussed to promote ANPIAMs in TAMILNADare:
1. Regional ANPIAM SURVEY
2. Parish coordinators meet

3. Formation of parish pastoral helpers
4. Formation programme to secretaries

After the meeting around 4.00 pm participants were taken to Vedanthangal,
the Sanctuary of Birds and Mazhai Malai Madha Arulthalam, Achrapakkam.
Our special thanks to Fr. Roche Ignatius and Fr. Leo Edwin for their well
arranged dinner.
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A CHATHOLIC CABLE TV CHANNEL ON ANVIL

A Catholic Cable TV channel is to be launched in Tambaram neighbourhood
shortly, is an initiative of the Claretians in partnership with the Priests,
Laity and Religious of the neighbourhood. The need for a channel has
been discerned as a real need because of the numerous Catholic viewers
and the dearth of a Catholic channel.

An executive committee consisting of Fr.A.Arul Raj (Vicar Forane),
Fr.S.Vincent Anesthasiar,cmf (Provincial, Claretian Province of Chennai),
Fr.Christian (Parish Priest, Kolapakkam), Fr.\V.Michael Francis,cmf (Director,
Claretian Communication), Fr.M.John Kurian (Parish Priest, Mudichur),
Fr.Alexis Manohar (Parish Priest, Guduvancherry) and Fr.Albert Leenus
(Parish Priest, Rajaji Nager) is working on the project.

The channel christened as MADHA TV plans to offer programs related to

the Bible, Teachings of the Church, Celebration of Sacraments, Justice -
Peace and Integrity of Creation etc. We as a Catholic community shall
welcome this evangelising effort and render whole hearted support.

Rev. Fr. V. Michael Francis,cmf
Director
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FROM THE PROCURATOR’S DESK

SCHOLARSHIPS ISSUED FOR THE
ACADEMIC YEAR 2010 - 2011

Scholarship issued up to November 2010 Rs.9,70,000/-
(December 2010)

B.E.

S.No App.No Name Parish Amount

53 383 Stanely Sebastian L. ® Karumbakkam 5000.00
TOTAL Rs. 5,000.00

DTE

S.No AppNo Name Parish Amount

47 116 ClaraRubi A. ® Reddipalayam 5000.00
TOTAL Rs. 5,000.00

M. Phil

S.No AppNo Name Parish Amount

01 084 Mohanraj K. ® Vippedu 5000.00
TOTAL Rs. 5,000.00

UG

S.No AppNo Name Parish Amount

110 044 Arokiaraj C. (N) Valan Nagar ~ 2000.00
TOTAL Rs. 2,000.00

GRAND TOTAL Rs. 17.000.00

Grand Total of all the Scholarships Rs.9,87,000/-

(N) New, (R) Renewal

Rev. Fr. N. Louis Rayar Rev. Fr. P. Charles

SEMINARIANS’ FUND

December 2010
Mrs. Fatima, Neerpair 500.00
Parish Priest, Neerpair 500.00
Cescili Anpiam, Alandur 3,000.00
Mr. S. M. Lourdu Samy, Madurantagam 600.00
Mr. Amalraj Sundaram, Maraimalai Nagar 500.00
Society of St. Vincent De Paul, Chingleput 2,000.00
Mr. M. S. Abraham, Chennai 200.00
Mrs. Josephine Rita, Chingleput 1,500.00
Mr. Bernard and Family, Chingleput 1,500.00
Ms. Violet Jacob, Chingleput 1,500.00
Cheyyur Vicariate 4,000.00
Ms. N. Vimala, Chennai 6,000.00
Parish Priest, Tambaram 1,25,000.00
Mr. Magimai Doss, Tambaram 12,000.00

BISHOP NEETHINATHAN’S EDUCATION FUND
December 2010

Parish Priest, Thuraipakkam 15,000.00
Mr. Antony Francis, Chennai 200.00
Diocesan Catechists 3,000.00
Parish Priest, Neerpair 1,000.00
Parish Priest, Palavakkam 10,000.00

Rev. Fr. P. Charles
Procurator

| MARRIAGE QUARTERLY RETURNS |

Parish Priests are kindly requested to send to the Chancellor, the
Marriage Quarterly Returns for the IV quarter i.e. October to
December 2010 as early as possible. Those who are yet to submit the
other three quarters (January to September) are reminded to send
them at the earliest.

Chancellor Procurator OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS
SURPLUS MASSES 01.01.2011 B.V. Mary, Mother of God - Solemnity
December 2010 15.01.2011 Pongal - HOLIDAY FOR THE CURIA
Par!sh Priest, Palavakkam 19,700.00 25.01.2011 Conversion of St. Paul Ap. Feast
Parish Priest, Old Perungalathur 5,000.00 26.01.2011 Republic Day - HOLIDAY FOR THE CURIA
Parish Priest, Chingleput 3,000.00 The Chancellor
@ a3 @ @
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JEEVAN JOTHI MAHAL, RAMAPURAM

The newly built Jeevan Jothi
Mahal was blessed and opened
by our beloved Bishop Rt. Rev.
Dr. A. Neethinathan on 8%
December, 2010. We appreciate
Rev. Fr. A. Martin Joseph and
. the Parishoners of Ramapuram
for their zeal and enthusiasm.

PRAYERFUL WISHES FOR A HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Fr. Tony Bharath 02.01.1976
Fr. Michael Raj 04.01.1972
Fr. Sebastian George
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