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My Dear Fathers/Brothers/Sisters,

As we begin the holy season of Lent we are once again reminded
that we are a pilgrim people and in our journey towards our
maker we are constantly in need of conversion and renewal.
We are repeatedly exhorted in this season to “come back to me
with all your heart-fasting, weeping and mourning” (Joel 2: 12).
We are invited to draw closer to the Lord, to a deeper union with
God, to abide in his love. (Jn.15: 9). As Henri Nouwen reminds
us “Lent is a time of returning to God. It is a time to confess how
we keep looking for joy, peace and satisfaction in the many
people and things surrounding us, without really finding what
we desire. Only God can give us what we want. So we must be
reconciled with God, as Paul says, and let that reconciliation be
the basis of our relationship with others.”

Lent reminds us of our weaknesses and limitations as human
persons. As we become acutely aware of our sinfulness we
turn to God with trust and confidence. The letter to the Hebrews
says in profound terms “(Christ) has been put to the test in
exactly the same way as ourselves, yet without sin. Let us, then,
have no fear in approaching the throne of grace to receive mercy
and to find grace when we are in need of help.” (Heb.4: 15-16)
The Season of Lent offers us a golden opportunity to benefit
from the sacrament of reconciliation and encourage our people
to do the same.
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The Holy Father in his Lenten message for this year invites us
to reflect deeply on the significance and implications of our
Baptism. He draws our attention to the fact that through Baptism,
which is the beginning of God'’s life in us, we have become
sharers in Christ’s death and resurrection. Our participation
in the paschal mystery of Christ is certainly the central theme
of this season of Lent.

Lent must also become a time of greater openness to the Word
of God. Listening to God’s word and responding to it in humility
like Mary, we are enabled to transform our life and transform
the society. By “meditating and internalizing the word inorder to
live it every day, we learn a precious and irreplaceable form of
prayer.” The Holy Father reflecting on the theme of fasting invites
us to “look away from our ego, to discover someone close to
us and to recongnise God in the face of so many brothers and
sisters.” Lent therefore, is a journey from self-centredness to
other-centredness. Almsgiving, which is stressed very much
during Lent must help us to free ourselves from the temptation
of accumulating and love of money to be able to share our
blessings with the needy. May Mary who received God’s Word,
treasured it in her heart and lived by it be our model and guide in
this season of grace.

God Bless You
A= .
S T e i

+ Rt. Rev. Dr. A. Neethinathan
Bishop of Chingleput
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VOCATION COMMISSION

Sponsors’ Day

Sponsors’ day was organized to honour and motivate all those who are part of
the noble cause of helping in the formation of our diocesan seminarians. The
Sponsors’ day was held on 20" February at Bishop’s House from 9.30 a.m to 2
p.m. About 90 sponsors from various parishes of our diocese participated in
the programme. During the sponsors’ day representatives from the sponsors
shared their views. Rev. Fr. Louis Rayar, Chancellor emphasized on the
importance of the local sponsors and to take pride for forming the seminarians
belonging to our diocese. Our beloved bishop, Rt. Rev. Dr. A. Neethinathan
presided over the Eucharistic celebration. Rev.Dr. Ambrose,Vicar General and
the other Curia members were present. Deacons of our diocese helped the
Vocation commission in organizing the sponsors’ day. The effort of
acknowledging, appreciating and honouring the sponsors remained as an
attempt for many more people to become part of this noble mission.

SEMINARIANS’ FUND - DEC 1 TO FEB 15™

S.No Name Dec Jan Feb
01 Mr. Aruldass Arumugam, Old Perungalathur 1000
02 Mrs. Mary Angeline, Palavakkam 600
03 Mrs. Sylvia Bercmans, Tambaram 1000
07 Mr. Arokia Nathan, Srinivasa Nagar 2500 | 2500
05 Mrs. Virgin Benedict, Palavakkam 300 300 300
06 Mrs. Mary Jezebel, Palavakkam 200 200
07 Mrs. Lucia, Pondicherry 500 500
08 Mr. Joseph Sylvester, Mudichur 1000 1000
0 Panimayamadha Anpiyam, Anagaputhur | 1000 1000 1000
10 Mrs. Vasantha, Christina, Palavakkam 500 500
u Miss. Jency, Old Perungalathur 500 500
1 Mr. Jayapal, Chingleput 100 100
13 Mr. Rajiyaan, Perungalathur 1000
14 Mrs. Antony Puspam, Tambaram 1000 1000
15 St. Mathew’s Anpiyam, Guduvancherry 1500
16 Mr. Batlin Mariyadoss, Old Perungalathur 500
17 Mr. P.A. Augustine, Mahalakshminagar 1500 1500 1500
18 Mr. Lopez, Padapai 8000
19 Mr. Raj Kumar, Thuraipakkam 15000
20 Mr. T.G. Daniel, Tambaram 500
21 Parish Priest, St. Patrick’s Church 10000

Total | 29000( 20100 {11000

Rev.Fr. John Kurien
Vocation Promoter
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The Nineth National Council of the
Conference of Diocesan Priests of India (CDPI)

We, 83 Diocesan Priests from 75 Dioceses out of 128 in India, came together
for the nineth National Council of the CDPI at Navinta retreat centre, Delhi,
23-25 Feb 2011. We reflected on the theme, “Psycho-Sexual Integration for a
Happy Celibate Priestly life.” Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio, Apostolic
Nuncio to India gave an inspiring keynote address. Archbishop Vincent
Concessao of Delhi and Archbishop Albert D’Souza of Agra, along with
Bishop Thomas A. Vazhapilly of Mysore, Commission Chairperson for clergy,
religious, seminary and vocation and CDPT Patron were also present for the
inaugural function to greet the priests. They exhorted the priests to live an
integrated human life. Fr. Sundar Wilson OFM Cap facilitated the participants
to reflect on the theme with input from scientific, Psychological and spiritual
points of view.

Being human we accept out brokenness and express our solidarity with those
who are wounded — Becoming aware of our own psycho-sexual reality, we
resolve the following:

Every diocesan priest needs to grow in spiritual maturity by personal
prayer life and deep encounter with God.

To be part of a support group in order to experience community
bonding and fraternity within the presbyterium.

To continually renew his priestly vision to follow Jesus.

To grow in health integration of psycho-sexual spiritual life.

To have a sense of joyful gratitude.

As altar — Christus, priest needs to be other — centred in giving God’s
gifttoall.

To willingly accept Celibacy as a gift from God and give to others
joyfully as a gift in service.

To grow in special devotion of Mary as our mother.

To acknowledge the human sexual feelings as natural and to grow in
sublimation as healthy channel for creativity.

To celebrate life and to have prosperity of mind which implies trust

in God, share happiness with others and be generous in everything.
To make serious efforts for healing of childhood inner wounds.

To fill oneself with grace of God to share with others.

To have recourse to spiritual direction and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation at regular intervals as every priest is a wounded healer
extending forgiveness of God to others.
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To share the learning and reflections with all the priests in the diocese
and to other people in our field of ministry.

To impart Training of trainers at the regional level to help to deal with
any problems of priests at the diocesan level.

To develop good food habits and physical exercises for a healthy life.
To have a positive self-care of every priest.

To identify seminarians who have difficulty for healthy emotionally
integrated life and to guide them to take up other vocation of life

Rev. Fr.A. Arulraj
Tambaram
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FROM THE PROCURATOR’S DESK

SURPLUS MASSES
February 2011
Parish Priest, Chingleput 3,000.00
Parish Priest, Palavakkam 11,900.00
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SEMINARIANS’ FUND
Februarzy 2011

Mr. Louis Rajan and Family, Pallikaranai 3,000.00
St. Sebastian Anpiam, Pallikaranai 3,000.00
Mr. M. S. Abraham, Chennai 100.00
Parish Priest, Chingleput 6,000.00
Mrs. Diveigas, Pallavaram 2,000.00
St. Bridget’s Convent, Pallavaram 2,000.00
Mrs. Josephine Rita, Chingleput 1,500.00
Mr. Amalraj Sundararaman, Maraimalai Nagar 1,000.00
Parish Priest, Vanuvempet 15,802.00
Society of St. Vincent De Paul, Chingleput 1,600.00
Mr. Bernard and Family, Chingleput 1,500.00
Mrs. Violet Jacob, Chingleput 1,000.00
Dr. G. Tony Simon Jermans, Perumbakkam 15,000.00
Mrs. Uthaman Deepa. Tamabram 5,000.00
Ms. Thangarani Navarose, Old Perungalathur 10,000.00
Cesli Anpiam, Alandur 10,000.00
Mr. Maria Diraviam, Old Perungalathur 2,500.00
Mr. V. Raja, Vettuvankeni 6,000.00
Mr. L. Xavier, Pallavaram 5,000.00
St. Vincent De Paul Society, Perungalathur 3,000.00
Mrs. Kanikai Mary Victor, East Tambaram 500.00
Mr. Rosario, Tambaram 5,000.00
Mr. Rosary Samvendan 2,000.00
Mrs. Lyla Joseph, Tambaram 3,000.00

BISHOP NEETHINATHAN’S EDUCATION FUND

February 2011
Parish Priest, Pallikaranai 5,000.00
Parish Priest, Muttukadu 5,000.00
Parish Priest, Vanuvempet 5,000.00
Mr & Mrs. Uthaman Deepa, Tambaram 3,000.00
Mr. T. Antony Francis, Chennai 200.00

Society of Oblates of Mary Immaculate, st. Thomas Mount ~ 10,000.00
Sr. Superior, FSJ Generalate, St. Thomas Mount 5,000.00

Rev. Fr. P. Charles
Procurator
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Mission Sunday Collections - 2010

S.NO| PARISH AMOUNT [|S.NO| PARISH AMOUNT
01 |Cathedral 1,05,702.00 |43  [Old Perungalathur 9,000.00
02 Acharapakkam 15,000.00 (|44 Ongur 1,200.00
03 Acharapakkam Shrine 15,560.00 (|45 Oragadam 672.00
04  |Alandur 10,000.00 (|46  [Ottanthangal 10,000.00
05 Ammaiyappanallur 5,500.00 (|47 Padappai 10,000.00
06  |Chettimedu 2,395.00 ([48  [Palavakkam 1,06,856.00
07  |Cheyyur 14,000.00 (|49  [Pallavaram 75,000.00
08  |Chromepet 15,000.00 ({50  |Palliagaram 3,000.00
09  |Covelong 3,000.00 ||51 [Pallikaranai 18,000.00
10  [Dharkast 6,000.00 ||52  |Palnellore 2,500.00
11 |Elapakkam 2,240.00 (|53  [Pappanallur 1,476.00
12 |Eraiyur 2,150.00 (54  |Pavunjur 4,600.00
13 [Gandhi Nagar 1,200.00 ||55  [Perungalathur 28,500.00
14 Guduvancherry 32,000.00 (|56 Perunghozhi 1,000.00
15 Kadapakkam 1,500.00 (|57 Perungudi 16,854.00
16  |Kamarajapuram 6,820.00 ||58  [Porur-Nugumbal 381.00
17 |Kancheepuram 10,000.00 ||59  |Pozhichalur 6,250.00
18 Karumbakkam 1,000.00 (|60 Rajaji Nagar 10,000.00
19 Kelampakkam 5,120.00 61 Ramapuram 57,120.00
20 K.K.Pudur 1,500.00 (|62 R N Kandigai -

21 |Kolapakkam 13,645.00 ({63  |Reddipalayam 500.00
22 Koothavakkam 9,500.00 |64 Sadras 7,000.00
23 |Kundrathur 5,781.00 ||65  [Sellampattidai 5,126.00
24 |Madha Nagar 10,000.00 {66  [Sendivakkam 8,715.00
25 Madipakkam 30,425.00 ||67 Sengattur 2,000.00
26 |Madurantakam 4,500.00 ||68  |Sholinganallur 10,000.00
27 Mahabalipuram 5,000.00 |69 Sogandi 1,240.00
28 Mahalakshmi Nagar 15,000.00 ({70 Sriperumbudur 5,000.00
29  |Malligapuram 850.00 ({71 [St. Thomas Mount |2,55,996.00
30  [Mambakkam 10,000.00 ({72 [st. Thomas Hill Shrine | 77,000.00
31 Manampathi Kandigai 5,000.00 ||73 Tambaram 1,02,785.00
32 |Manapakam 2,000.00 ({74  [Thatchoor 3,500.00
33 |Maraimalai Nagar 10,410.00 ({75  |Thirukazhukundram 8,500.00
34 |Medavakkam 20,120.00 ||76  |Thoraipakkam 15,000.00
35 Meenambakkam 25,000.00 (|77 Valan Nagar 17,500.00
36 Melrosapuram 10,000.00 (|78 Valarpuram 7,000.00
37 Molasur 14,000.00 (|79 Vallam 7,500.00
38 |Mudichur 14,000.00 ({80  |Vanuvampet 10,000.00
39 |Muttukadu 12,000.00 ({81  |Vedanthangal 3,500.00
40 Nandambakkam 4,935.00 |[g2 Vettuvankeni 10,000.00
41 Neerpair 1,000.00 ({83  |Vippedu 3,200.00
42 Nemilicherry 9,500.00 |84 Walajabad 4,300.00
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[QUASI PARISH |
Ayyappan Thangal 7,200.00
[ INSTITUTIONS |
Infant Jesus Mat School, Pallikaranai 5,000.00
St Vincents House, Oragadam 500.00
Mother Josephin Vannini Citizen Home, Neelankarai 1,500.00
St Joseph’s Convetn, Cheyyur 3,000.00
St Bridget’s Convent, Pallavaram 2,500.00
St Joseph’s Mat School, Acharapakkam 10,000.00
R C Convent, Koothavakkam 2,000.00
St Joseph’s Group of School, Chingleput 1,000.00
St Mary’s Hr Sec School, Chingleput 10,000.00
St Mary’s Primary School, Chingleput 10,000.00
St Mary’s Convent, Chingleput 10,000.00
Carmel Villa, East Tambaram 3,000.00
St Vincent’s School, Molasur 500.00
St Lourdes Mat School, Muttukadu 3,500.00
Mother Teresa Senior Citizens Home, Muttukadu 3,000.00
St Vincent’s Seminary, Dharkast 3,500.00
Lay Prechers, Diocese of Chingleput 3,490.00
St Sebastian Mat Hr Sec School, Pallavaram 7,000.00
Search Ashram, Mannivakkam 3,000.00
St Ann’s of Providence, Melamaiyur 9,000.00
Christ King Girls Hr Sec School, Tambaram 5,000.00
St Joseph’s Mat Hr Sec School, Marai Malai Nagar 5,000.00
Marian Mat Hr Sec School, St Thomas Mount 38,065.00
FSJ Generalate, St Thomas Mount 10,000.00
Idhaya Illam, St Thomas Mount 2,500.00
Dominics Convent, St Thomas Mount 11,000.00
Holy Apostles Convent, St Thomas Mount 5,000.00
SVD Convent, St Thomas Mount 2,500.00
DMI Amala Bhavan, St Thomas Mount 3,000.00
DMI, Nanadambakkam 1,500.00
Sacred Heart Brothers, St Thomas Mount 3,000.00
JMJ Convent, St Thomas Mount 2,000.00
St Thomas Hospital, St Thomas Mount 10,000.00
Monfort Technical Instituted, St Thomas Mount 1,500.00
Monfort Brothers, St Thomas Mount 1,500.00
Monfort School, St Thomas Mount 2,000.00
Cannosisan Convent, St Thomas Mount 3,000.00
MSFS House, St Thomas Mount 3,000.00
MMI Provincialate, St Thomas Mount 1,000.00

Grand Total Rs. 16,25,379.00
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS
BENEDICT XVI
FOR LENT 2011

“You were buried with him in baptism,
in which you were also raised with him.” (cf. Col 2: 12)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Lenten period, which leads us to the celebration of Holy Easter, is for
the Church a most valuable and important liturgical time, in view of which |
am pleased to offer a specific word in order that it may be lived with due
diligence. As she awaits the definitive encounter with her Spouse in the
eternal Easter, the Church community, assiduous in prayer and charitable
works, intensifies her journey in purifying the spirit, so as to draw more
abundantly from the Mystery of Redemption the new life in Christ the Lord
(cf. Preface | of Lent).

1. This very life was already bestowed upon us on the day of our Baptism,
when we “become sharers in Christ’s death and Resurrection”, and there
began for us “the joyful and exulting adventure of his disciples” (Homily on
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 10 January, 2010). In his Letters, St.
Paul repeatedly insists on the singular communion with the Son of God that
this washing brings about. The fact that, in most cases, Baptism is received
in infancy highlights how it is a gift of God: no one earns eternal life through
their own efforts. The mercy of God, which cancels sin and, at the same
time, allows us to experience in our lives “the mind of Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:
5), is given to men and women freely. The Apostle to the Gentiles, in
the Letter to the Philippians, expresses the meaning of the transformation
that takes place through participation in the death and resurrection of Christ,
pointing to its goal: that “I may come to know him and the power of his
resurrection, and partake of his sufferings by being molded to the pattern of
his death, striving towards the goal of resurrection from the dead” (Phil 3:
10-11). Hence, Baptism is not a rite from the past, but the encounter with
Christ, which informs the entire existence of the baptized, imparting divine
life and calling for sincere conversion; initiated and supported by Grace, it
permits the baptized to reach the adult stature of Christ.

A particular connection binds Baptism to Lent as the favorable time to
experience this saving Grace. The Fathers of the Second Vatican Council
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exhorted all of the Church’s Pastors to make greater use “of the baptismal
features proper to the Lenten liturgy” (Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy Sacrosanctum concilium, n. 109). In fact, the Church has always
associated the Easter Vigil with the celebration of Baptism: this Sacrament
realizes the great mystery in which man dies to sin, is made a sharer in the new
life of the Risen Christ and receives the same Spirit of God who raised Jesus
from the dead (cf. Rm 8: 11). This free gift must always be rekindled in each
one of us, and Lent offers us a path like that of the catechumenate, which, for
the Christians of the early Church, just as for catechumens today, is an
irreplaceable school of faith and Christian life. Truly, they live their Baptism
as an act that shapes their entire existence.

2. In order to undertake more seriously our journey towards Easter and prepare
ourselves to celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord — the most joyous and
solemn feast of the entire liturgical year — what could be more appropriate
than allowing ourselves to be guided by the Word of God? For this reason,
the Church, in the Gospel texts of the Sundays of Lent, leads us to a particularly
intense encounter with the Lord, calling us to retrace the steps of Christian
initiation: for catechumens, in preparation for receiving the Sacrament of
rebirth; for the baptized, in light of the new and decisive steps to be taken in
the sequela Christi and a fuller giving of oneself to him.

The First Sunday of the Lenten journey reveals our condition as human
beings here on earth. The victorious battle against temptation, the starting
point of Jesus’ mission, is an invitation to become aware of our own fragility
in order to accept the Grace that frees from sin and infuses new strength in
Christ — the way, the truth and the life (cf. Ordo Initiationis Christianae
Adultorum, n. 25). It is a powerful reminder that Christian faith implies, following
the example of Jesus and in union with him, a battle “against the ruling forces
who are masters of the darkness in this world” (Eph 6: 12), in which the devil
is at work and never tires — even today — of tempting whoever wishes to draw
close to the Lord: Christ emerges victorious to open also our hearts to hope
and guide us in overcoming the seductions of evil.

The Gospel of the Transfiguration of the Lord puts before our eyes the glory
of Christ, which anticipates the resurrection and announces the divinization
of man. The Christian community becomes aware that Jesus leads it, like the
Apostles Peter, James and John “up a high mountain by themselves” (Mt 17:
1), to receive once again in Christ, as sons and daughters in the Son, the gift
of the Grace of God: “This is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys my favor. Listen
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to him” (Mt 17: 5). Itis the invitation to take a distance from the noisiness of
everyday life in order to immerse oneself in God’s presence. He desires to
hand down to us, each day, a Word that penetrates the depths of our spirit,
where we discern good from evil (cf. Heb 4:12), reinforcing our will to follow
the Lord.

The question that Jesus puts to the Samaritan woman: “Give me a drink”
(Jn 4:7), is presented to us in the liturgy of the third Sunday; it expresses the
passion of God for every man and woman, and wishes to awaken in our
hearts the desire for the gift of “a spring of water within, welling up for
eternal life” (Jn 4: 14): this is the gift of the Holy Spirit, who transforms
Christians into “true worshipers,” capable of praying to the Father “in spirit
and truth” (Jn 4: 23). Only this water can extinguish our thirst for goodness,
truth and beauty! Only this water, given to us by the Son, can irrigate the
deserts of our restless and unsatisfied soul, until it “finds rest in God”, as per
the famous words of St. Augustine.

The Sunday of the man born blind presents Christ as the light of the world.
The Gospel confronts each one of us with the question: “Do you believe in
the Son of man?” “Lord, I believe!” (Jn 9: 35. 38), the man born blind joyfully
exclaims, giving voice to all believers. The miracle of this healing is a sign
that Christ wants not only to give us sight, but also open our interior vision,
so that our faith may become ever deeper and we may recognize him as our
only Savior. He illuminates all that is dark in life and leads men and women to
live as “children of the light”.

On the fifth Sunday, when the resurrection of Lazarus is proclaimed, we are
faced with the ultimate mystery of our existence: “l am the resurrection and
the life... Do you believe this?” (Jn 11: 25-26). For the Christian community,
it is the moment to place with sincerity — together with Martha — all of our
hopes in Jesus of Nazareth: “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Christ, the
Son of God, the one who was to come into this world” (Jn 11: 27). Communion
with Christ in this life prepares us to overcome the barrier of death, so that we
may live eternally with him. Faith in the resurrection of the dead and hope in
eternal life open our eyes to the ultimate meaning of our existence: God
created men and women for resurrection and life, and this truth gives an
authentic and definitive meaning to human history, to the personal and social
lives of men and women, to culture, politics and the economy. Without the
light of faith, the entire universe finishes shut within a tomb devoid of any
future, any hope.
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The Lenten journey finds its fulfillment in the Paschal Triduum, especially in
the Great Vigil of the Holy Night: renewing our baptismal promises, we reaffirm
that Christ is the Lord of our life, that life which God bestowed upon us when
we were reborn of “water and Holy Spirit”, and we profess again our firm
commitment to respond to the action of the Grace in order to be his disciples.
3. By immersing ourselves into the death and resurrection of Christ through
the Sacrament of Baptism, we are moved to free our hearts every day from the
burden of material things, from a self-centered relationship with the “world”
that impoverishes us and prevents us from being available and open to God
and our neighbor. In Christ, God revealed himself as Love (cf. 1Jn 4: 7-10).
The Cross of Christ, the “word of the Cross”, manifests God’s saving power
(cf. 1Cor 1: 18), that is given to raise men and women anew and bring them
salvation: itis love in its most extreme form (cf. Encyclical Deus caritas est, n.
12). Through the traditional practices of fasting, almsgiving and prayer, which
are an expression of our commitment to conversion, Lent teaches us how to
live the love of Christ in an ever more radical way. Fasting, which can have
various motivations, takes on a profoundly religious significance for the
Christian: by rendering our table poorer, we learn to overcome selfishness in
order to live in the logic of gift and love; by bearing some form of deprivation
—and not just what is in excess — we learn to look away from our “ego”, to
discover Someone close to us and to recognize God in the face of so many
brothers and sisters. For Christians, fasting, far from being depressing, opens
us ever more to God and to the needs of others, thus allowing love of God to
become also love of our neighbor (cf. Mk 12: 31).

In our journey, we are often faced with the temptation of accumulating and
love of money that undermine God’s primacy in our lives. The greed of
possession leads to violence, exploitation and death; for this, the Church,
especially during the Lenten period, reminds us to practice almsgiving —
which is the capacity to share. The idolatry of goods, on the other hand, not
only causes us to drift away from others, but divests man, making him
unhappy, deceiving him, deluding him without fulfilling its promises, since it
puts materialistic goods in the place of God, the only source of life. How can
we understand God’s paternal goodness, if our heart is full of egoism and our
own projects, deceiving us that our future is guaranteed? The temptation is
to think, just like the rich man in the parable: “My soul, you have plenty of
good things laid by for many years to come...”. We are all aware of the Lord’s
judgment: “Fool! This very night the demand will be made for your soul...”
(Lk 12: 19-20). The practice of almsgiving is a reminder of God’s primacy and
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turns our attention towards others, so that we may rediscover how good our
Father is, and receive his mercy.

During the entire Lenten period, the Church offers us God’s Word with
particular abundance. By meditating and internalizing the Word in order to
live it every day, we learn a precious and irreplaceable form of prayer; by
attentively listening to God, who continues to speak to our hearts, we nourish
the itinerary of faith initiated on the day of our Baptism. Prayer also allows
us to gain a new concept of time: without the perspective of eternity and
transcendence, in fact, time simply directs our steps towards a horizon
without a future. Instead, when we pray, we find time for God, to understand
that his “words will not pass away” (cf. Mk 13: 31), to enter into that intimate
communion with Him “that no one shall take from you” (Jn 16: 22), opening
us to the hope that does not disappoint, eternal life.

In synthesis, the Lenten journey, in which we are invited to contemplate the
Mystery of the Cross, is meant to reproduce within us “the pattern of his
death” (Ph 3: 10), so as to effect a deepconversion in our lives; that we may
be transformed by the action of the Holy Spirit, like St. Paul on the road to
Damascus; that we may firmly orient our existence according to the will of
God; that we may be freed of our egoism, overcoming the instinct to dominate
others and opening us to the love of Christ. The Lenten period is a favorable
time to recognize our weakness and to accept, through a sincere inventory
of our life, the renewing Grace of the Sacrament of Penance, and walk
resolutely towards Christ.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, through the personal encounter with our Redeemer
and through fasting, almsgiving and prayer, the journey of conversion
towards Easter leads us to rediscover our Baptism. This Lent, let us renew
our acceptance of the Grace that God bestowed upon us at that moment, so
that it may illuminate and guide all of our actions. What the Sacrament
signifies and realizes, we are called to experience every day by following
Christ in an ever more generous and authentic manner. In this our itinerary,
let us entrust ourselves to the Virgin Mary, who generated the Word of God
in faith and in the flesh, so that we may immerse ourselves — just as she did
— in the death and resurrection of her Son Jesus, and possess eternal life.

From the Vatican, 4 November, 2010
BENEDICTUSPP. XVI




BISHOP’'S ENGAGEMENTS

MARCH 2011

DATE DAY PROGRAMME PLACE
o5 Sat Mor Mass Loyola Hostel
06" Sun Eve Church Blessing Sitallapakkam
09" Wed Mor Ash Wednesday Cathedral
13" Sun Eve Youth Meeting Pastoral Centre
17" Thu Mor Consult Bishop’s House
19" Sat Eve Full Moon Day - Mass Acharapakkam Shrine
20" Sun Mor Meeting - Vincent de Paul | Pastoral Centre
251 Fri Eve Grotto Blessing Sendivakkam
26" Sat  Mor Women’s Day Tambaram

Eve Confirmation Acharapakkam
27h-280 Meeting Trichy
31 Thu Mor Senate Bishop’s House

STATISTICS 2010

The Parish Priests and Superiors of the Religious Houses (Men &

Women) should have received by this time “Statistics 2010” forms
to be filled in and returned to the Chancellor. If by any chance,
someone has notreceived it or lost it kindly write to the Chancellor

for a fresh form. Please send us the filled-in forms at the earliest,
without fail and without delay. They are important and necessary
document to be compiled not only for our diocesan records but

also to be sent to Rome for Pontifical Annual. Kindly co-operate.

The Chancellor




OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS

09.03.2011  ASH WEDNESDAY - SEASON OF LENT BEGINS,
FEAST & ABSTINENCE

19.03.2011  ST. JOSEPH, Husband of B.V.M, Feast
25.03.2011  Annunciation of the Lord, Solemnity

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR
MARCH 2011

GENERAL : That the nations of Latin America may walk in fidelity
to the Gospel and be bountiful in social justice and peace.

MISSION: That the Holy Spirit may give light and strength to the
Christian communities and the faithful who are persecuted or
discriminated against because of the Gospel.

DATES TO REMEMBER

DKTVJFCL

Fr. Francis C. 03.03.1968
Fr. John Francis S. 08.03.1977
Fr. Maria Joseph A. 12.03.1975
Fr. Samson A. 16.03.1957
Fr. Jacob 16.03.1980
Fr. Cyril Raj A. 18.03.1969
Fr. Doss L. 22.03.1981
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Fr. Soosairaj J. 19.03.1991
Fr. Ambrose P. 25.03.1993

Edited by: Rev. Fr. N. Louis Rayar, Chancellor
Bishop’s House, Chingleput.




